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The Scratching Post 
November, 2018 

Walk to School Day  
                                                     By Jayda Rae 

 

What is walk to school day? Did you know 

the whole school did it on Thursday Octo-

ber11, 2018? International Walk to School 

day is a global event in which more than 40 

countries and communities walk or bike to 

school on the same day. This day started as 

a one-day event in 1997. Now many years 

later we still do this to practice safe routes 

to school. Since many students don’t live in 

the actual town of Harrisburg we waited 

until 8:00A.M. to “walk to school.” Every-

one gathered in the gym and we walked to 

the Banner County Bank and back. When 

we came back juice was waiting for us so we drank that and went 

back to class. 
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State Cross Country 
By: Haddie Grubbs 

 

 On October 19th, for the second time, Deven Sullivan represented our school at 

Kearney, Ne for state cross country. He got 39th out of about 150 runners. He said, 

“Since I qualified for state once, there were no surprises and I was pretty prepared for 

this course.” He also told me that he had fun and is planning on doing cross country for 

his senior year of high school. Finally, just for fun I asked him, “What is the farthest you 

have ever run?” and I thought his answer was very fascinating.  “Six and a half miles, I 

was going for eight that day, but Mrs. Gifford stopped me,” he said.  After hearing 

that, I could conclude that all cross country runners have one thing in common: They 

have Endurance, Perseverance, and Tenacity. These three words all mean that they 

don’t give up. Even in the hot and cold weather, even when they are running up and 

down those steep hills, and even when they can hardly breathe and their bodies are 

begging for water THEY DO NOT STOP. They are going to make it to that finish line 

even if they are in front of all the other runners in that race, or even if they are behind 

all the runners in that race. I don’t know about you, but I have a 

great respect for cross country runners and their willingness to 

NEVER GIVE UP.  

 A hero is an ordinary individual who finds the strength to 

persevere and endure in spite of overwhelming obstacles. 

- Christopher Reeve- 

 

Deven Sullivan  
Leaving for State Cross Country  
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Student teacher interview 
Ayden Cross 

 

     I had the chance to interview the new elementary 

student teacher, Justin Mohr. He graduated from Kim-

ball High school, and from there he attended Chadron 

State College to pursue a career in elementary educa-

tion. He loves the smaller classroom sizes at Banner and 

enjoys teaching all ages K-6. He was inspired by his 

parents and other family members to become a teacher 

saying, “I come from a long line of teachers.” Justin 

hasn’t decided on a specific grade he would like teach-

ing although he likes teaching in general, reporting, “I 

don’t really have a favorite subject or grade I like to 

teach, they’re all pretty good.’’ Justin has been a great 

addition to the school, having fun while educating our 

elementary students.  

 

Banner County School Student of the Month 
September 2018 

 

Banner County School is awarding an ele-

mentary and secondary “Student of the Month” 

each month of the school year.  Any staff mem-

ber can nominate students, and the winners are 

announced each month.  The nominations are 

voted on by the entire school staff to choose the 

students of the month.  Students may only win the 

award once per year.  Students can be nominat-

ed multiple times if they have not been awarded 

the student of the month.  The students are nomi-

nated based on their responsibility, respectful-

ness, and safety throughout the school and com-

munity activities.  The “Students of the Month” 

for September 2018 are Emily Montelongo PK-6, 

and Kathryn Blankenship 7-12.  Congratulations 

to those students! 
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Our School Band 
By Josie Whelchel 

 

 Our school band is a small, yet great band! We have a tenor sax, trumpet, trombone, 

bass guitar, the drums, and an alto sax. It is small and in need of more players. The band is a 

good place where students can learn about their own instruments and learn about the others 

surrounding them. Band is an interesting place to be where musicians can hear the hidden 

parts in the band that make it sound so wonderful.  

 Band members get to learn so much!  

I believe being in band helps students with 

listening skills in other classes by being 

able to listen and hear other people’s parts 

compared to their own. Those in band also 

get to go to Elitch Gardens, a roller-coaster 

and rides park in Denver Colorado. The 

students in band get to perform in the 

school concerts and show their parents 

how well they’ve worked on their music. 

Band members can also get to be in honor 

bands and possibly get scholarships for 

playing in band. Our band instructor, Mrs. 

Wounded-Arrow, is nice and she goes 

deep into the music you play with your   

instrument, specifically like being able to understand  

the music so much better and being able to identify when or what  

part the student is playing. 

  The students in band are able to attend MAC and District 

Music competition and are able to branch out to other schools 

and possibly make new friends in other districts. The band 

competes with other schools. The band also has a pep band 

where the students play their instruments for pep rallies. It is 

fun to play for everyone at school! It’s definitely a place for 

those who love music to actually experience inside what every 

little detail in music is like. 

 

T H E  S C R A T C H I N G  P O S T –  N O V E M B E R ,  2 0 1 8  

Josie Whelchel and Kairyn Miller playing the alto sax 

2018 Banner County Band 

Emily Triolo on bass. 

Mark your calendar for December 13th and join us for the Winter Concert at 6:30 pm! 
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Awards and Recognitions: Ron Johnson commended the students, staff, and patrons for  the following:  
-Many thanks for the organization and promotion of this year's Homecoming: Jessica Stauffer, Jessica Orpin, Wittni Boettcher, Kari 
Gifford, Vicki & Curtis Grubbs, Sandy Wounded Arrow and band members, Sheriff McKnight, Monty Stoddard, & Kenny Hessler, 
-FFA Team members Helen Hein, Alex Rundell, Luke Lindberg, Patrick Miller, Joe Cross, Courtney Rundell, Chase Riedel, & Deven 
Sullivan placed 5th overall in the Range Judging in Morrill County on Sept. 12th. Individual places were Chase Riedel 13th, Deven Sulli-
van 15th, and Alex Rundell was 10th in the Jr. Division! 
-FFA Team members placed 8th & 15th out of 23 teams at the FFA District Land Judging at Box Butte County on October 3rd. Indi-
vidual places were Deven 11th, Alex 13th, Chase 19th, Luke 29th, and Helen 36th out of 82 students! 
-Holden Lerwick, Riley Jones, Jacob Parsons, and Wyatt Onstott attended the 2018 Nebraska Digital Citizenship Symposium in 
Scottsbluff. 
-The North Platte Natural Resources District donated and delivered 10 trees to be planted on Banner County School grounds. Seven 
were planted and 3 were donated to the community. 
-Kari Gifford was invited by the NDE to join the standards writing team for Economics. These standards create the framework for 
teaching and learning for K-12 Social Studies. 
Motion passed: Adopt the 2018-2019 Board of Education Goals.  
Educational Leadership. Provide a positive learning environment establishing high moral and educational values necessary for stu-
dent success in professional endeavors and future education. Increase reading comprehension through multiple strategies across K-
12 curriculum. Communicate and promote to parents and students expanded curriculum opportunities. Possess a vision of good in-
struction and commit to professional development of educators and staff 
Budget Management/Facilities Leadership. Create a facilities plan to identify improvement and expansion needs for aging facili-
ties. Develop a comprehensive and forward-looking plan for the retirement and acquisition of district vehicles. Provide budget con-
sistency and demonstrate fiscal responsibility while assessing budget needs. 
Communications Leadership. Develop a communications plan to convey school district information to all stakeholders to reduce 
the sharing of false information. Establish a chain of command for parents and staff to foster and improve communications in the 
district. Foster a collaborative environment while providing strong leadership to deliver a final decision in the best interest of the 
students. 
District Climate Leadership. Formulate a plan to maintain and grow enrollment numbers including a strategy to retain and re-
cruit quality option students. Encourage and grow parent, community and student involvement and interest in the district. Develop a 
good relationship and consistent communication with the board of education. Retain and recruit quality staff including educators and 
support staff. Be visibly and actively engaged in activities and events. Provide proactive and positive leadership for staff and stu-
dents to improve morale. 

The complete minutes of every BOE meeting are posted on our website at www.bcswildcats.org 

From the October 8th Regular Meeting of the Banner Co. BOE 

Door-to-door service to 
and from Potter,  
Harrisburg, Sidney,  
Scottsbluff, Pine Bluffs,  
Cheyenne, Ft. Collins, & 
Loveland. 
 
Call to schedule your 
next ride: 308-235-0262 

Did you know…? 
 

Nebraska is 49th in the nation in state 
support of public education?  
About 60% of public school funding 
in  Nebraska comes from local tax 
payers. Our state ranks the 19th 
HIGHEST in funds spent IN THE 
CLASSROOM and the 5th LOWEST 
in school administration. Make your 
voice heard—tell our legislators to 
support public education! 
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Log in to www.bcswildcats.org for UPDATES 


