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60+ Lunch Club 
Are you 60 years or older? Like to 

visit with neighbors and have a chat? 

Join us for a $3 lunch in the BCS cafe-

teria (take-out, too!) on Monday-

Thursday @ 12:00pm. 

Our weekly menu is available on our 

website and in the Main Office.  

Please call ahead if you plan to eat in 

- seating is limited. (308-436-5262) 

Our lunch program proudly  

serves  locally raised beef and pork 

and features an  

“all you can eat” salad bar! 

FCS Teacher Interview:  

Mrs. Smith 
                              By Josie Whelchel 

I’ve interviewed the new FCS teacher Mrs. Kristen 

Smith. It was a good experience in learning to 

interview and learning more about our new 

Family and Consumer Science teacher.  

Me: “How does it feel to work at Banner County 

School?” 

Mrs. Smith: “Oh, how does it feel?.....I think this is a great school. It’s 

really a good opportunity to work with the students. And the people on 

staff are very nice and helpful.” 

Me: “Do you enjoy working with the students in your class or classes?” 

Mrs. Smith: “I do, the reason being is because the students are in smaller 

classes and it makes it easier for them to listen because there are very 

few. It’s better to be fewer so that I can spend more time with each 

student.”  

Me: “Where have you taught before? And what subjects did you teach 

other than FCS?” 

Mrs. Smith: “I started out at Bluffs Middle School and I taught there for 

three years. I coached Physical Education girls’ volleyball, track, and 

softball. I taught PE and Health.  I’ve also taught in Trenton, Georgia. I 

coached middle school basketball and soft ball. I was an FCS extension 

agent for the University of Georgia for three years. It was a grant funded 

position and that’s the background for FCS.” (Continued on p. 2) 
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  Smith - Continued from page 1 

 

Me: “Why did you decide to teach at Banner County School?” 

Mrs. Smith: “There was a position open and I’ve been wanting to go back to teaching. My mom 

also lives here as well. I also like the smaller environment, it makes it easier for me to teach 

smaller classes.” 

Me: “What are your hobbies or interests?” 

Mrs. Smith: “My jeep and going four-wheel riding, hiking, biking, traveling, camping, I like 

watching Georgia Football. I also like NASCAR. My favorite racer is Chase Elliot.”  

Me: “If you weren’t a teacher what would you do?” 

Mrs. Smith: “I would be an options counselor with the elderly and the disabled. I like to work 

with people in general and in need. I would most likely still be living in Georgia.” 

Me: “What was it like in Georgia?” 

Mrs. Smith:  “Um…... Humid (laughs). It’s actually very beautiful, lots of trees, mountain, valleys, 

hiking trails, waterfalls, and parks. I actually miss it - the trees, the rivers, and trail riding with 

my Jeep and I also miss my daughter. I feel like I need to be closer to my mom, but other than 

that it’s a really good place there to live.” 
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New Second Grade Teacher: Ms. Noonan 

By: Haddie Grubbs 

 
 On August 22 I went to the second grade room to interview Ms. Noonan, our new sec-

ond grade teacher. She was very kind and inviting and answered my questions very well. 

And so this is what I found out. She grew up on a farm between Dalton and Bridgeport, and 

after high school she went to college and got her undergraduate degree from Chadron State 

College and got her Master’s degree from Wayne State College.  

     She has taught for 11 years, first in 

Dundy County-Stratton, NE for combined 

third and fourth grades for 4 years. Then 

she taught 4th grade for 6 years in 

Thornton, Colorado. She grew up on a 

farm between Dalton and Bridgeport, Ne-

braska and so she is pretty familiar with 

the area. When I asked her how she got 

the job here she said, “When I wanted to 

move back home I looked for teaching 

jobs in the area.” Also, when I asked if 

she liked it here and if she enjoyed the 

kids she was working with she said, “I 

love being back in a small community 

and school,” and when she answered my 

question about the kids she said, “They 

are all very thoughtful, hardworking, fun kids.” 

 When I asked if there was anyone who inspired her to become a teacher, she said that 

she didn’t remember anyone who inspired her, she did know that she enjoyed kids and 

wanted to do something that involved “them.” I enjoyed interviewing this new teacher. Ms. 

Noonan is a great person, and will be a wonderful addition to our staff and “small” school. 
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Banner County Students Compete at State Fair 

Ayden Cross 

     We went straight to Karin Jones to find out the inside scoop on this 

year’s State Fair academic competition, and this is what we found. 

The participants this year were Kathryn Blankenship, Lily Teeple, 

Kairyn Miller, Delaney McGowan, Jacob Parsons, Adam Knaub accompanied by Mr. John and  

Karin Jones. The kids competed in Math, Science, Grammar, Social Studies, and Spelling. They 

were also able to participate in Quiz Bowl if they chose to do so. This year’s state fair was held at 

the fairgrounds in Grand Island on August 24-26. Kathryn received an honorable mention in the 

science competition and was able to place 1st in spelling. She also received a rosette, a plaque, 

and a one-hundred-dollar scholarship to any college she decides to attend in the future.   

What were some of the kids’ favorite activities? 

Mrs. Jones: “We went to the Museum of Nature and Sciences, and saw an IMAX movie of music 

across the states.” “The kids love to see what’s the newest food on a stick.’’ “Jacob and Adam 

found and 810 lb pig from the World Pork export in Damien Iowa whose name was “Loos Ca-

boose.” “We always like to see what the sand artist creates every year, that’s always fun.” 

How do you qualify for state? 

Mrs. Jones: “It depends on your test 

scores, grades, behavior, and participa-

tion.’’  

     The kids had fun at state fair and look 

forward to participating in it again next 

year.  

T H E  S C R A T C H I N G  P O S T –  S E P T E M B E R ,  2 0 1 8  
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Dr. Evelyn Browne, BOE Secretary 

 

Among my many roles as Superintendent of BCS, I am the Secretary of the 

Board. The complete minutes of every BOE meeting are posted on our website at 

www.bcswildcats.og and also in the Scottsbluff Star Herald. I will post some high-

interest items in this column monthly. If readers have any questions or would like 

to comment, my email is: evelyn.browne@bcszone.org. I look forward to hearing 

from you! 

 
August 13, 2018 

Awards and Recognitions: Supt. Browne thanked all of the teachers who attended and con-

tributed to our successful Open House on August 6th, in particular: 

Sonja Lind, Sharon Lease, & Charles Jones - shopping and set-up 

Kari Gifford - Library display 

Tod Wenger, Rick Caudillo, & Mike Johnson - outside set-up 

Douglas Olsen, Grant Lerwick, & Pat Parsons - grill masters 

Charity May, Barbara Cross, Wittni Boettcher, & Ron Johnson - kitchen crew 

Banner County FFA students and Bill Gifford participated and worked at the Banner-

Kimball County Fair. Several BCS students participated, including Riley and Mycala Jones, 

who earned ribbons.  

Ken Boston - Technology upgrades for improved access and security 

Motions Passed: Designate the Star Herald as the legal newspaper for the Banner County 

School District for the 2018-2019 school year. Designate the Banner Capital Bank as the legal de-

pository for District Funds for the 2018-2019 school year. Approve the replacement of 16 win-

dows in superintendent's house by Anderson Builders, Inc., Gering, NE for $7,410 to include 

all materials, installation, and labor.  

Great news from the BCS Cafeteria! Beginning next month, we 

will be participating in Nebraska Thursdays! Nebraska Thursdays is 

a program supported by the  Nebraska Department of Education 

(NDE) and the Center for Rural Affairs, and in collaboration with 

schools statewide, to serve a Nebraska-sourced meal in school cafe-

terias on the first Thursday of each month. Sourcing Nebraska prod-

ucts encourages fresh, local and healthy meals in the school cafete-

ria, educates students about Nebraska agriculture, and boosts our 

local economy. (www.education.ne.gov/ns/farm-to-school) 


